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NEWSLETTER OF SANDFORD, NEW BUILDINGS AND UPTON HELLIONS CHURCHES

Clergy: Revd. Janet May 01363 779363 janetmay69@gmail.com

Nov 16th & 23rd 2025

Welcome to our fortnightly newsletter

Sunday 16th November - Communion service led by the Bishop of Exeter,
Mike Harrison at St Swithun's Church, Sandford at 9.30am.

Sunday 23rd November - Communion service at St Swithun's Church at
9.30am.

Sunday 30th - No service in Sandford but a combined Mission Community
Communion service at Stockleigh Pomeroy as it is the 5th Sunday of the
month.

Should you want different styles or times of services, the full rota for the
Crediton Hub is always pinned up in the church porch or can be found at the
end of the monthly digital or paper Hub Post.

--- Diary Dates ---

Saturday 15th - Sandford Craft Fair, full of gorgeous things, at the Parish Hall
from 11 - 4pm raising funds for the school.

Wednesday 19th - Last meeting of The Well for 2025 at Holy Cross Church in
Crediton at 7.30pm.

Thursday 20th - PCC meeting in the Under Gallery at St Swithun's at 2.30pm.
Items for the agenda to Linda Griffin our PCC secretary please.

Monday 24th - Sandford Storytellers taking a bible story to Sandford School at
3pm.

Advent course and Home Groups - A 4 week study course will be running in
Sandford during Advent, from the week beginning November 24th. Even if
you already belong to a Home Group, please let Tiffany our administrator know
(northcreedy1@gmail.com or 01363 779363) if you would like to follow this
Advent course, so she knows how many booklets to order. The 4 sessions will
run on Tuesday afternoons and Thursday evenings. If you have never joined
one before, why not try this one?
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Advent Breakfast - Friday mornings at 9am. Drop into the church and join
Jeremy for coffee and buns as he unpacks Advent. Bring a friend.

Every Wednesday 10.30am to 12 - Coffee and Company. Come and enjoy
scrummy home made cakes and convivial company over a cup of coffee or tea.
Every Friday 10.30am to 11 - Contemplative prayer when we use music,
silence and words, and together still our hearts and minds before God. If you
have a family or situation you want prayer for, let us know. It's what we do.

--- Community News ---

Janet - Our lovely vicar Janet has been put on sick leave for the next 3 months.
The side effects of the cancer treatment have battered her body and she needs
complete rest until mid February. For a vicar, the boundaries between work and
the rest of one's life are quite thin - we can help support her both by praying for
her and ensuring she is given peace and space from any work issues. But do
keep in touch with Janet as you would any convalescing friend.

Contact details - If you need to talk to a priest for any reason, Revd Matthew
Tregenza can be reached at matthew.tregenza@gmail.com or Revd Jeremy
Putnam at jeremy.putnam@exeter.anglican.org. Administrative enquiries to
Tiffany May at northcreedy1@gmail.com.

PCC - And of course we have our wonderful PCC. Chris (01363 772823) and
Paul (01363 772268) are our church wardens or Stephen and Jim for anything
to do with finance. The others are Pamela L, Linda B-S, Colin, Carole, Mandy
and Jean. Linda G is our PCC secretary. All and any of them are all too ready
to help.

Giving - We are registered as a charity with Give as you Live Online. If you
order items from any one of over 6000 retail outlets a donation is made to us.
With Black Friday looming when many people grab an online bargain, now is a
good time to join up. It's very easy, just go to Give as You Live Online and type
in PCC SANDFORD AND UPTON HELLIONS. Thank you for those who have
already signed up.

--- And finally ---

The gospel reading for Sunday is not an easy read as Jesus talks about the
end times. One of the things he mentions is persecution and in fact he warns
his disciples a number of times that the world would treat them badly. Indeed
the majority of them were martyred for their faith. In some parts of the world
that is still happening although it rarely makes headline news. In North Korea,
Somalia, Yemen, Libya, Sudan, Afghanistan and Nigeria persecution for being
a Christian can range from government restriction and surveillance to violence
and killing. For instance, by July 2025 over 7,000 Christians had been killed for
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their faith in Nigeria this year.

How can we help? | am always struck by the fact that when the early church
were being targeted they did not pray 'get me out of here' but asked for more
boldness to declare the gospel! Similarly today's persecuted church asks us to
pray that they will be strong to endure suffering, will have open doors to share
the gospel and that God would be close to them and forgive their persecutors.
We mustn't forget our brave brothers and sisters.
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